
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases

Photographs and images included in this presentation are licensed solely for CDC/NCIRD online and presentation use. No rights are implied or extended for use in printing or any use by other CDC CIOs or any external audiences.

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) Child 
and Adolescent Immunization Schedule

2021 Updates

Current Issues in Immunization Webinar 
March 3, 2021 

A.Patricia Wodi, M.D.
Communication and Education Branch
Immunization Services Division
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.



 Two separate schedules
– Child and adolescent schedule (age birth through 18 years)
– Adult schedule (age 19 years or older)

 Updated each year
– Represents current, approved ACIP policy
– Designed for implementation of ACIP policy

 Published in February 
– MMWR Notice to Readers – announcement of availability on ACIP website
– Annals of Internal Medicine – published in entirety (adult schedule only)

 Approved by CDC Director and the following professional societies: 

Immunization Schedules

Both schedules Child and adolescent schedule only Adult schedule only
• American Academy of Family 

Physicians (AAFP)
• American Academy of Physician 

Assistants (AAPA)
• American College of 

Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
(ACOG)

• American College of Nurse-
Midwives (ACNM)

• American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP)

• National Association of 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioners 
(NAPNAP)

• American College of Physicians (ACP)
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 Influenza vaccination
– Grohskopf LA et al, MMWR Aug 2020; 69(No. RR-8); 1-24
– 2020-21 influenza vaccination recommended for all persons 6 months and older who do not have contraindications

 Meningococcal A,C,W,Y vaccination
– Mbaeyi SA et al, MMWR Sep 2020; 69(No. RR-9); 1-41
– Summary of all recommendations from CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) for use of 

meningococcal vaccines in the United States

 COVID-19 vaccination
– Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine

• Oliver SE et al, MMWR Dec 2020;69:1922-1924
• Interim recommendations for use of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, United States

– Moderna COVID-19 vaccine
• Oliver SE et al, MMWR Dec 2021;69:1653-1656
• Interim recommendations for use of Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, United States

– Janssen COVID-19 vaccine
• Oliver SE et al, MMWR epub 02 March 2021
• Interim recommendations for use of Janssen COVID-19 vaccine, United States

Updates in ACIP Recommendations Published after 2020 Schedule Approval
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Cover Page
Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization 
Schedule



Instructions on 
how to use
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Links to additional 
resources
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List of 
vaccines, 
abbreviation, 
trade names
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Table 1
Recommended Child and Adolescent 
Immunization Schedule by Age
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Table 2
Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization 
Schedule: Catch-Up Immunization Schedule
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/catchup.html#guidance
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Table 3
Recommended Child and Adolescent 
Immunization Schedule by Medical Indication
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Notes
Recommended Child and Adolescent 
Immunization Schedule
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Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule, 
United States, 2021
Dr. Freedman
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 Changes to Tables
– Cover Page
– Table 1
– Table 2

 Changes to Notes
– COVID-19 Vaccination
– Hepatitis A
– Hepatitis B
– Human Papillomavirus
– Influenza
– Meningococcal ACWY
– Meningococcal B
– Pneumococcal
– Tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis
– Zoster

Updates in ACIP Recommendations: 2021 Adult Immunization 
Schedule 
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Cover Page
Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule



Instructions 
on how to 
use
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List of 
vaccines, 
abbrevia-
tions, 
trade 
names
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Links to 
additional 
resources
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Table 1
Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule by 
Age Group
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Table 2
Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule 
by Medical Condition and Other Indications
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Notes
Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule
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Vaccination and COVID-19 Pandemic



 Vaccination is an essential medical service for all children and 
adolescents, ideally in the medical home.

 Administer all due or overdue vaccines according to routine 
immunization schedule during the same visit.

 Implement strategies to catch all patients up on vaccines.
– Start with newborns, infants, and children up to age 24 months, young children, 

and extending through adolescence.

 Includes guidance for the safe delivery of vaccines (e.g., use of 
personal protective equipment, physical distancing)

CDC Interim Guidance for Immunization Services During 
COVID-19 Pandemic

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
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The COVID-19 pandemic is changing rapidly and requires different 
strategies to maintain clinical preventive services, including 
immunization.
 Some public health measures to control the pandemic have resulted 

in fewer vaccine doses administered.
Declines in vaccination coverage increase the risk for outbreaks of 

vaccine-preventable diseases.
Essential to continue routine immunization during the pandemic: 

– All individuals—children, adolescents, and adults—need to stay up to date 
on all recommended vaccines.

Routine Immunization During Pandemic

1. Bramer CA et al,  Decline in Child Vaccination Coverage During the COVID-19 Pandemic — Michigan Care Improvement Registry, May 2016–May 2020. MMWR Morb Mortal 
Wkly Rep 2020;69:630–631. https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6920e1.htm#contribAff

2. Interim Guidance for Routine and Influenza Immunization Services During the COVID-19 Pandemic https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
3. Vaccination Recommendations during the COVID-19 Pandemic https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-changes.html 33

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6920e1.htm#contribAff
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-changes.html


 Assess the vaccination status of all patients across the life span at every health 
care visit.
 Administer routinely recommended vaccines to children, adolescents, and 

adults (including pregnant women).
 Delay vaccination for persons with suspected or confirmed COVID-19.
 Follow CDC guidance to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in health care settings
 Implement effective strategies for catch-up vaccination.
 Communicate with patients/families about how they can be safely vaccinated 

during the pandemic.

Delivering Vaccines Safely During COVID-19 Pandemic

Interim Guidance for Routine and Influenza Immunization Services During the COVID-19 Pandemic https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-
guidance/index.html
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 Some public health measures to control the pandemic have resulted in 
declines in outpatient visits and fewer vaccine doses administered, leaving 
children at risk for vaccine-preventable diseases.

 Essential to continue routine immunization during the pandemic: 
– Identify and schedule appointments for those who have missed well-child 

visits and/or recommended vaccinations. 
– Assess the vaccination status at each visit.
– Administer all vaccines due or overdue according to the recommended 

schedules.

Routine Immunization During Pandemic

1. Interim Guidance for Routine and Influenza Immunization Services During the COVID-19 Pandemic https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
2. Vaccination Recommendations during the COVID-19 Pandemic https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-changes.html 35
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 Minimize chances for exposures:
– Screen for COVID-19 exposure and symptoms.
– Limit physical contact with patients at triage.
– Implement use of cloth face coverings in persons >2 years. 
– Ensure adherence to respiratory hygiene, cough etiquette, and hand hygiene.
 Implement and enforce infection prevention and control procedures:  

– Standard precautions 
– Use of medical face masks
– Wear gloves when administering intranasal or oral vaccines. 
– Eye protection depending on level of community transmission
 Ensure physical distancing:

– Schedule sick visits and well-child visits during different times of the day.
– Reduce crowding in waiting rooms

Delivering Vaccines Safely During COVID-19 Pandemic

Interim Guidance for Routine and Influenza Immunization Services During the COVID-19 Pandemic https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-
guidance/index.html 36
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 Visit https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-
considerations.html#Coadministration for the most recent guidance.
 Sign up to be notified when information on the web page changes.

Vaccination Guidance Is Continuously Being Reviewed and 
Updated 
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 COVID-19 vaccines should be administered alone, with a minimum interval 
of 14 days before or after administration of any other vaccines.
– Shorter period acceptable if: 

• The benefits of vaccination are deemed to outweigh the potential unknown risks of 
vaccine co-administration:
› Tetanus-toxoid-containing vaccination as part of wound management
› Rabies vaccination for post-exposure prophylaxis
› Measles or hepatitis A vaccination during an outbreak

OR
• To avoid vaccination barriers or delays to COVID-19 vaccination:

› In long-term care facility residents or healthcare personnel who received influenza or other 
vaccinations prior to/upon admission or onboarding

 If COVID-19 vaccines are administered within 14 days of another vaccine, 
doses do not need to be repeated for either vaccine.

Vaccine Co-Administration (Interim)

66
Interim Guidance for Routine and Influenza Immunization Services During the COVID -19 Pandemic https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic -guidance/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
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 Immunization call center
– 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)
– 8:00 am through 8:00  pm
– English or Spanish
– Questions about to immunization or vaccine-preventable diseases, to find vaccination 

locations, or to order single copies of immunization materials

 Email
– nipinfo@cdc.gov
– Health care providers can submit questions about to immunization or vaccine-preventable 

diseases.
– Response usually within 24 hours

CDC Immunization Contacts and Resources
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Thank you
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