[image: image1.jpg]DentaQuest

FOUNDATION





Page 2 of 2

Tooth decay, even though preventable, remains the single most common chronic disease of U.S. children, affecting 26% of preschoolers, 44% of Kindergarteners, and more than half of teens.
 Evidence continues to grow linking oral health and general health problems, especially chronic diseases like diabetes and cardiovascular artery disease in adults.
 Foods and habits blamed most for the obesity epidemic are also causative factors for dental decay and erosion
. It is increasingly clear that research focused on preventive interventions for many chronic conditions should include an oral health component and input from the communities affected.

The National Community Committee (NCC) of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Prevention Research Centers (PRC) Program is a national network of community representatives engaged in equitable partnerships with researchers to define local health priorities, drive prevention research agendas, and develop solutions to improve the overall health and quality of life of all communities.
 The NCC is comprised of representatives of the 33 local PRCs in the United States coming together to set one shared tone for the community committees in the individual PRCs.

As we all continue to protect the interests of the communities we represent, it is vital that we extend our influence to guiding research and interventions that will also improve our oral health, since this will lead to better general health and wellbeing.

The DentaQuest Foundation is seeking community partners to establish a source of grassroots community input and advocacy on the need for and direction of oral health research and intervention in our communities. We look to community engagement with the NCC to explore 2 potential levels of opportunity:
1. Engagement with NCC Leadership: Increasing awareness and data gathering/sharing on the impact of oral health issues in our communities.

· Information sharing from guest speakers, presentations and webinars on oral health

· Seeking a Special Interest Project on Oral Health

· Establishing the framework for an oral health community-based prevention network

2. Establishing and implementing a national network of community stakeholders to develop and incorporate community input on building oral health equity through research and community engagement.

· Supporting PRCs already working on research/interventions with an oral health component

· Advocating for the incorporation of oral health into relevant ongoing or future core research with community participation, starting in one region and creating best-practice guidelines for engaging communities with an oral health focus. 

· Creating natural linkages to oral health issues and programs at the community level.

· Expanding the scope to include other community partners working on oral health in individual PRC locations.

With community-based participatory research in place within the PRCs, establishing oral health as an equal prevention focus with full community participation is pioneering and will go a long way to ensure that we are truly involved in improving overall health for our communities.

To achieve this, suggested initial steps for the NCC would be to:
1. Test the level of interest as a potential community working with the DentaQuest Foundation as it develops national alliances on oral health.

2. Review future opportunities for NCC engagement based on the concepts presented.

3. Pursue further discussions with NCC leadership, the CDC and PRC academic partners.

4. Based on interest, examine conference information to mark the beginning of the partnership.

The voice of community-level stakeholders is an important dynamic for improving oral health in the future. We look forward to exploring the engagement of the community through the NCC and expanding on the good work already being done.
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