
Prevention Research Centers 
Monthly NCC Leadership Team Conference Call 

Monday June 27th, 2011 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. (EST) 
Dial-in: 1-866-830-1012 

Pass Code: 9805872 
 
Attendance:   
Jose Antonio Tovar – FL    Theresa Rudder – CO 
Charmayne Turner – Hopkins   Robyn Keske – Boston 
Matt Starr – Rochester    Chuck Conner – WV 
Albert Ramirez – Tx A&M   Paul Gilmer – WV 
Sandy Good – KY    Lisa Hoffman – San Diego 
Elizabeth Hill – CDC/PRC (alternate for Sharrice) 
Serena Seiffer - CCPH 
   
Welcome:  Jose Antonio Tovar    
The meeting was called to order by Jose Antonio.  He advised that we would be leaving this conference 
call to re-convene via the CCPH conference calling center.     The agenda was to discuss the current 
budget cuts to the PRC’s and how this would impact the NCC as well as how NCC members could 
advocate and educate our legislators as to the importance of funding our PRC’s.  Antonio received a 
request from CCPH (Serena Seiffer) to join a discussion, during this Leadership conference call and for 
the purpose of discussing how CCPH can be of help to the NCC in light of the proposed budget cuts.                                   
     
Update from Antonio:   Policy and Steering Committees have met and they have suggested that the 
most effective way to have an impact on the budget is to have the community contact their legislators 
directly.  We were reminded that the NCC could not use the resources of the PRC (telephone 
line/conference call line) so that is the reason we are using the CCPH conference call center.   
 
Serena reminded that, if we are not funded by the PRC, then we can educate our legislators.  Per Lisa 
Hudson, the new funding cycle starts on October 1 with cuts of 15% already in place.  Katie 
recommended that we need to put together a strategy for NCC members so that it will be effective and 
will help members make the contacts – whether it is by letter writing or by face to face.  Serena 
suggested putting together talking points to directly take to our representatives and their staff. It is 
important that the legislators hear the community stories.  She also stated that the universities 
themselves have lobbyists that can advocate for them and that it is good to remind our PRC’s of this 
opportunity. 
 
Further discussion noted that it is important to get a coordinated effort in putting together a letter.  We 
need to talk about our strength as community. We need personal stories – not form letters.   It is unique 
to have community members advocating on behalf of research!  We can stress that, in many instances, 
research has given back to the community by creating jobs and economic development. 
 
Further discussion noted that in the CDC’s next year’s proposal – the PRC’s are not even listed!  The 
money will go to the State (Chronic Disease Program) and the State will determine how to use the 
money rather than going directly to the PRC’s.  If there are other funding resources, such as NIH, it was 
noted that they are not known to promote CBPR.     
 



Serena indicated that, if anyone is going to D.C. to the APHA meeting at the end of October, they could 
possibly visit with members of Congress at that time.  CCPH is planning to do this at APHA and will assist 
the NCC in getting the message out directly to the members of Congress while in D.C.   The visit could 
include a reminder that the IOM (Institute of Medicine) did a thorough study showing that, without 
community, the research is not effective thus the birth of CBPR.  Matt will try to find the specific report 
on that.  The IOM’s purpose is to consult Congress.   
 
Further discussion indicated that due to the pending budget cuts (1/4 of the budget) some NCC 
members may not be attending the Annual Planning meeting in Rochester.   Antonio indicated that 
discussion in the Policy Committee is that they are committed to supporting the NCC but some PRC’s 
may find it difficult to justify sending more than one person. 
 
Plan: 

1.  Each Center needs to find out what is going to happen regarding the Fall meeting 
2. Develop talking points to promote to our elected officials. 
3. Promote through Facebook. 
4. Use all available mediums. 
5. Theresa will request personal e-mails from NCC members to begin a group list separate from the 

NCC list serv. 
 
The following agenda items were not discussed. 
Review and Approval of minutes   
Work Plan Follow-up `    
PPO Request on defining membership   
CCPH membership 
    
A final Roll Call was taken.  The next call is scheduled for Monday, July 25 2:00 pm EST. 

Theresa Rudder 
Secretary 
 


