Prevention Research Centers
Monthly NCC Leadership Team Conference Call

Monday June 7, 2010 from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (EST)

Dial-in: 1-866-830-1012

Pass Code: 9805872
Attendance:

Theresa Rudder – CO



Sandy Good – KY
Ralph Fuccillo – Harvard


Dr. Biyi Ogunjimi– Harvard

Chuck Conner – WV



Catherine  Haywood – Tulane

Linda Pekuri - SC



Antonio Tovar - FL

James Bratton – CDC/PRC


Freda Motton – St. Louis

Sharrice White- Cooper – CDC/PRC

Gabriel McNeal – MN

Gary Tang – WA



Paul Gilmer – WV
Lisa Hoffman - SD

Welcome:






The meeting was called to order by Chair, Sandy Good.  Welcome and introductions were held. 
Roll Call:    
Roll call was taken and updated during the call.                                                               
Approval of April Minutes:

Antonio made a motion to approve the April minutes; 2nd by Theresa.  The motion carried.


   
Oral Health Promotion Project - Ralph Fuccillo/Dr. Biyi Ogunjimi

(Project proposal is attached below)    
Ralph Fucillo and Dr. Biyi Ogunjimi presented information regarding the DentaQuest Foundation’s proposal for partnership with the NCC for an Oral Health Promotion Project.  Research shows that foods and habits blamed most for the obesity epidemic are also causative factors for dental decay and erosion.  This would be a good fit for NCC as it would address tobacco prevention, obesity and oral health promotion at the same time and not separately.  As part of the process, Ralph and Dr. Ogunjimii would like to:

· Engage the NCC Leadership as part of increasing awareness and data gathering/sharing on the impact of oral health issues in our communities.

· Bring information to the rest of the NCC membership and the hope is to begin to engage local communities in issues surrounding oral health.

· Ralph has recommended that, eventually, he would like to see the NCC take over the project.

Action steps:

1.  Testing a level of interest in NCC being a potential community in working with Oral Health in developing a national alliance.
2. Put out an application process to accommodate 5 or 6 PRC’s to talk about what this means .
3. Ralph has had the opportunity to discuss some of this with the CDC (Wayne Giles and Robert) regarding support in being a funding source and wondered if this could this be like a SIP process? 
4. Gary would like to have a survey among the NCC members to determine level of interest in Oral Health Initiative.  Ralph will work with Sharrice to come up with questions for the survey.  Chuck and Paul are very interested in moving forward with this.  The move forward date would be at the end of July.    The information could definitely be shared and discussed further as an agenda item at the Fall Planning Meeting in Washington.  

Spring Meetings-Atlanta 2011 - Sharrice White-Cooper 

Antonio reported that he had tried to call to the program planning committee meeting but couldn’t get in.  There were some technical problems.  Sharrice reported that the planning committee is still waiting to hear from NCC as to when they would like to meet.  This will need to be decided by the NCC as soon as possible.  Linda announced that the Content Committee will be awarding the CBPR Best Practice Award in the Spring 2011 in Atlanta so we would need to meet with the Directors sometime in order to present the award.   Sharrice stated that there is a reception planned and that would be a good time to present the award.  Content Committee would like to request that  the PRC At-a-Glance or other written/web material feature the details of the awards.  Sharrice will check with the Dissemination Team as to whether this can happen.  Further details will be forthcoming.  Linda made a motion that we present the CBPR Best Practice Award at the reception in Atlanta in the Spring.  2nd by Gary; motion carried.  Sandy will report this information at the Steering Committee meeting.  Sharrice will report that the NCC wants to have a full day meeting.  More discussion will be held as to whether we want to meet with the Directors.    
PRC Branding Project - James Bratton

PRC Branding Initiative – This is a new project with a Public Relations company in Washington, D.C. to improve the brand of the PRC.  This is a larger scale project in which we would be able to describe and promote what the PRC is and what it does.  There will be three options (mock ups) to present to the PRC partners including the NCC.  Then different program constituents will participate in a webinar to look at these options and give our perspectives in order to develop a marketing tool which will include brand strategies, logos and tag lines.  Webinars will occur between July 14th and July 28th.  The challenge will then be to include all 37 PRC’s to incorporate into the individual websites.  James is requesting that the NCC Communications Committee be re-constituted for this new PRC branding project.     
Procurement Policy Needed:

Linda Pekuri  is requesting a procurement policy in how each committee requests funds for projects.   
Gary:  We need to make a decision as to who would get access to those funds – to narrow the people requesting the funding.  
After discussion it was decided to turn it over to the PPO and Fund Development to work together with the Treasurer to develop the process for disbursement of funds.  Does the PPO want this in the procedures or should it be a stand alone in a Financial Policy?  This will be discussed further in Leadership Conference calls.
A final roll call was taken.



    
Action/Carry-Over Items  
1.  Sharrice  will work with Ralph to develop a survey to be disseminated to NCC membership to determine  interest in Oral Health  project;
2. Lisa will attend PPO committee meeting to discuss the need to develop process for requesting of funds (PPO, Fund Development and Treasurer);
3. Sandy will make a report to Steering Committee that we would like a full day meeting and CBPR award at the reception.








   

Next Call:  Monday July 12, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (EST).
Theresa Rudder

Secretary
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Tooth decay, even though preventable, remains the single most common chronic disease of U.S. children, affecting 26% of preschoolers, 44% of Kindergarteners, and more than half of teens.
 Evidence continues to grow linking oral health and general health problems, especially chronic diseases like diabetes and cardiovascular artery disease in adults.
 Foods and habits blamed most for the obesity epidemic are also causative factors for dental decay and erosion
. It is increasingly clear that research focused on preventive interventions for many chronic conditions should include an oral health component and input from the communities affected.

The National Community Committee (NCC) of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Prevention Research Centers (PRC) Program is a national network of community representatives engaged in equitable partnerships with researchers to define local health priorities, drive prevention research agendas, and develop solutions to improve the overall health and quality of life of all communities.
 The NCC is comprised of representatives of the 33 local PRCs in the United States coming together to set one shared tone for the community committees in the individual PRCs.

As we all continue to protect the interests of the communities we represent, it is vital that we extend our influence to guiding research and interventions that will also improve our oral health, since this will lead to better general health and wellbeing.

The DentaQuest Foundation is seeking community partners to establish a source of grassroots community input and advocacy on the need for and direction of oral health research and intervention in our communities. We look to community engagement with the NCC to explore 2 potential levels of opportunity:
1. Engagement with NCC Leadership: Increasing awareness and data gathering/sharing on the impact of oral health issues in our communities.

· Information sharing from guest speakers, presentations and webinars on oral health

· Seeking a Special Interest Project on Oral Health

· Establishing the framework for an oral health community-based prevention network

2. Establishing and implementing a national network of community stakeholders to develop and incorporate community input on building oral health equity through research and community engagement.

· Supporting PRCs already working on research/interventions with an oral health component

· Advocating for the incorporation of oral health into relevant ongoing or future core research with community participation, starting in one region and creating best-practice guidelines for engaging communities with an oral health focus. 

· Creating natural linkages to oral health issues and programs at the community level.

· Expanding the scope to include other community partners working on oral health in individual PRC locations.

With community-based participatory research in place within the PRCs, establishing oral health as an equal prevention focus with full community participation is pioneering and will go a long way to ensure that we are truly involved in improving overall health for our communities.

To achieve this, suggested initial steps for the NCC would be to:
1. Test the level of interest as a potential community working with the DentaQuest Foundation as it develops national alliances on oral health.

2. Review future opportunities for NCC engagement based on the concepts presented.

3. Pursue further discussions with NCC leadership, the CDC and PRC academic partners.

4. Based on interest, examine conference information to mark the beginning of the partnership.

The voice of community-level stakeholders is an important dynamic for improving oral health in the future. We look forward to exploring the engagement of the community through the NCC and expanding on the good work already being done.
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