
Attachment B 

The Genomics Special Interest Group 

"Genomics is the study of all the genes in a person, as well  

  as the interactions of those genes with each other and a  

  person's environment. All people are 99.9% identical in  

  genetic makeup, but differences in the remaining 0.1%  

  hold important clues about health and disease. 
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The proposed Genomics Special Interest Group (SPIG) will be established under the 

auspices of the National Community Committee (NCC) of the Prevention Research 

Centers (PRC) funded by the Centers for Disease Control CDC).  The Genomics SPIG 

will work to develop and maintain sustainable special interest projects/activities carried 

out by members representing NCC communities.  It will further strive to: (a) develop 

expertise in the nature, purposes and anticipated outcomes of genetics/genomics research 

carried out throughout the U.S., (b) identify ways in which community goals and 

concerns can best be incorporated in the research, and (c) provide advice to national 

research organizations conducting and funding genetics/genomics research (e.g. the 

National Human Genome Research Institute; National Cancer Institute; Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention; Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality and Health 

Resources and Services Administration), and (d) promote the development of local 

community-linked infrastructure in all NCC Regions. 

 

The Genomics SPIG will work to develop and maintain an infrastructure that will bring 

about close and continuing relationships between communities and health research 

institutions carrying out genetics/genomics research, to (a) bring about a better 

understanding of the research, (b) reflect community values and concerns in the research, 

(c) facilitate the translation of research into useful applications benefiting the community, 

(d) encourage community participation in the research, and (e) develop research projects 

that reflect community interests and address community health issues. 

 

In addition, and while proposing to further community genomics and health activities as 

well as incorporating genomics into future research carried out by the PRC's, the 

proposed Genomic SPIG could also assist in making clear the current value and potential 

future value of genomics in achieving community health promotion and disease 

prevention (e.g. by utilizing family health histories and resources related to genetic 

testing, and by furthering the responsible use of biobanks). 
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Basic Definitions: 

 

Genetics: 
Genetics is the study of how hereditary information, passed from parents 

to offsprings through DNA, contributes to our health, appearance, and 

behavior. 
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