October 2007 Genetics/Genomics Up-dates
The following information will provide a brief intro/update on four different Genetics/Genomics projects/movements.  Each of the following activities serves to create and move the widespread awareness and literacy levels of genetics /genomics across the country.  This information will especially highlight the involvement /suggested involvement of the National Community Committee, Community-Based Organizations, and/or community representatives in general.
>Genetics Equity Network:
The formation of a network to assure that ideas are turned into action was one of the goals of a Genetics Equity Workshop attended by Prevention Research Center (PRC) National Community Committee (NCC) Regional Directors/Reps October 5, 2006, in Washington, DC.  Such an alliance is essential amid the explosion of genetic knowledge and technology that influences research and health care.  How this information is managed, who decides what and how to study genetics, and which technologies to develop for whom, are all key questions as their answers have powerful and meaningful implications.  The event focused on strategies for turning issue areas into action plans.

GeneticsEquityNetwork.org is an online interactive resource for critique, development, and advocacy of current or proposed public policies related to genetics. As part of the Network, NCC and other community group could have an audible voice and play a meaningful role in shaping genetics policy, thus guiding Genetics/Genomics Research.  (www.genetwork.org).
>2007 Midwest Genomics Forums:
"I'm pleased to report that we were the successful awardee (out of seven applications) for 
the contract with the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) to develop and implement the 2007 Midwest Genomics Forum.  Sarah Harding, of NHGRI, phoned me with the good news, indicating that the applications were quite competitive and that NHGRI is quite enthused about the features in our proposal."

The above quote from Toby Citrin, captures the excitement experienced after learning that the National Community Committee in partnership with the Center of Public health and Community Genomics (CPHCG) at the School of Public Health at the University of Michigan – Ann Arbor were funded to facilitate the 2007 Midwest Genomics Forums.

NCC's Midwest Region (Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri, and Minnesota) is planning to host coordinated forums in each of the five Midwest States on October 12, 2007).  The 5 NCC Reps  will take the lead in organizing face-to-face and web-based educational and dialogue communications in their respective geographic areas, with over-all guidance, educational and technological resources provided by CPHCG, local educational resources provided by the state health departments in their respective states, and both educational and dissemination support by the National Network of Libraries of Medicine (with special emphasis on health professionals) and their respective state associations of public libraries (with special emphasis on lay members of their communities).  Educational resources will also be provided by the National Office of Public Health Genomics (CDC) and genomics experts at Michigan State University.  
>November 2007 Genetics Roundtable Discussion:
During a call back in January with Vence Bonhman and Sarah Harding of the Community Involvement Branch of the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) at NIH and the Community Campus Partnership for Health (CCPH) Community Partner Summit (CPS) Policy Workgroup, an idea was proposed to hold a community partner roundtable on genetics research and genetics policy issues during this year's American Public Health Association (APHA) Meeting.
The goal of this meeting is to bring the participants together to learn from each other about programs and activities addressing the intersection of genetics and common diseases and the impact on public health.  We will discuss current research related to genomics and public health and look forward to learning about any relevant programs and opinions.

As a result of several follow-up calls and an in-person meeting with Vence and Sarah, both are supportive of the idea of the roundtable and will have modest funds to dedicate to it.  Using an "invitation only" process, about 30 invitees have been recommended to attend the roundtable discussion drawing from the memberships of the Community-Based Public Health (CBPH) Caucus, the National Community Committee (NCC), and the newly formed APHA Genomics Forum.  
>APHA Genomics Forum:
A Forum is a new structure within the American Public Health Association (APHA) that addresses cross-cutting issues (like genomics) and facilitates communication across Sections,  SPIGs, and Caucuses.  In addition to the annual business meetings, Forums sponsor scientific sessions during the Annual APHA Meeting and provide networking opportunities for genomics professionals.  If you join the forum, you can remain a member of your existing Section,  SPIG, or Caucus.

This newly proposed Genomics Forum of APHA is a growing, interdisciplinary group of individuals, focused on different aspects of public health.  We realize the growing influence that genetics and genomics are exerting upon everyday life in America and the need for APHA to play a key role in deciding how they will be used to affect the health of populations.  

Please visit the Forum Website at www.APHAGenomicsForum.org) contact for membership and general information.
