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January 9, 2007

Attendance:

Ella Greene- Motton (MI/NCC Past Chair)
Sandy Good (KY) 

Ralph Fuccillo (Harvard/NCC Chair)
Suzanne DeVore (Colorado)

Yvonne Lewis (MI)
Kay Read (Emory/GA)

Rose Marie Rodriguez-Hagar(MN)
Evelyn Whitmer (AZ)

Freda Moton (St. Louis)
Hector Rico (IL)

Theresa Rudder (Colorado/Secretary)
Paul Gilmer (WVA)

Lisa Hoffman (SD)

Matthew Starr (Rochester) (Susan could not be here as she is teaching a class)

Chuck Conner (West Virginia/Vice-Chair)

Gabriel McNeal (MN)

Maria Rodriguez-Sanchez (IL)

Linda Pekuri (SC)

Sheryl Threadgill (AL)

Katie Barnes (NC)

Sangsook Cho (Berkeley)

Minutes

Guest:  Barbara Gray/PRC/CDC

Meeting was called to order by Ralph Fuccillo, Chair.  A roll call was taken and updated during the call.  Secretary’s Note:  It should be noted that many members tried to get into conference call but were not allowed.  Ralph will check with Sharrice regarding this problem.
PRC Research and Dissemination




Ella Greene-Moton introduced Barbara Gray, Team Leader for Research Dissemination/PRC Office/CDC.   Barbara has made a proposal of a project which will highlight the NCC and our accomplishments (i.e., SIP 13; Evidenced Based Public Health Training; Genetics Project).  This will be part of her work plan for her team at CDC and will dedicate 2 CDC staff members from her team to develop 2 pieces on the NCC’s work (a scientific journal article and PR piece/brochure to be used by the Deans of Schools of Public Health in their advocacy efforts/legislative visits beginning January 2008).  Barbara’s team of communication specialists, in preparing the materials, will be working with Sharrice.  Barbara is requesting the aid of an adhoc group which will be highly involved.  Discussion held regarding adhoc group.  It was suggested that 6 people be involved (2 from content; 2 from communication; and 2 from leadership team).  Barbara will have a one page detailed proposal by the March meeting.  There were many expressions of approval by the NCC members and the Leadership Team will work with Barbara on the details.

SIP 13 Status Report and Discussion



· Freda and Yvonne reported that the final drafts of the sub-contracts are being completed.  The goal is to have them completed and sent out by the end of January.  

· A notice will be sent out as to whom the grants were awarded.

· Preparations are being made for the panel discussion at the March PRC meeting.  The presentation will include:  an overview of the project, early stages of the work; input about the EBPH course; looking at how the content for how the RFA was developed utilizing the concept mapping; the application process; the review process; and then have an applicant give comments of the experience of being funded.  

Annual PRC Meeting

In preparation for the meeting, many of committee will be arriving on Sunday evening for our meeting on Monday, March 12th.  The meeting will begin at 8:30 A.M. and shift into specialized committee meetings around 2:00 or 2:15.  

Suggestions of issues or items of discussion:

-Regional Updates

-Project Updates 

-Revisit items from the retreat (advocacy vision and others)

-Need manuals for new members – Follow up with Sharrice 

-Developing a mentoring process for new members
Chuck will send notes to the NCC of the retreat issues and items to be re-visited.

If you have any additional ideas/suggestions for the NCC’s meeting agenda in March, please send them to Ralph (rfuccillo@deltadentalma.com) or Chuck (cconner@wvrhep.org). 

Genetics Research Project

Ella reported that the proposal for the Genetics Research Project was awarded to The University of Michigan and that the NCC Midwest region will be involved with the project.  The purpose of the project is to engage the community in 5 Midwestern states in discussions of the impact of genetics research and genetics policy on underserved communities.  Planning committee meetings will begin within the next few weeks.  This project is set for one year.  It is not known whether another grant will be awarded for another area of the country.  Discussion as to whether each of the 5 states would consider donating $1,000 to the NCC organization general fund from the grant.  Further discussion will be held regarding this request.

New Business


· Discussion held regarding advocacy of health care and prevention and how it fits into the health care reform that is being discussed around the country.  

· Ella is working with APHA regarding advocacy and education.

· Request Sharrice to set up a conference call for the Leadership Team at 4:00 EST on January 23, 2007 to formalize agenda for March 12 meeting in Atlanta.

Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 P.M. (EST)

Next Call:  February 13, 2007 4:00-5:00 PM (Eastern Time)

February 13, 2007
Attendance:

Ella Greene- Moton (MI/NCC Past Chair) 

Ralph Fuccillo (Harvard/NCC Chair) 

Yvonne Lewis (MI)

Theresa Rudder (Colorado/Secretary)

Linda Pekuri (SC)

Katie Barnes (NC)

Sangsook Cho (Berkeley)

Imogene Wiggs (St. Louis)

Angie Alanis (Texas A&M)

David Collins (Morehouse)

Mae Bradley (Boston University)

Aietah Stevens (OK)

Patricia Peterson (NC)

Sandy Good (KY)

Suzanne DeVore (Colorado)

Minutes

Meeting was called to order by Ralph Fuccillo, Chair.  A roll call was taken and updated during the call.

Ralph welcomed everyone and agenda was reviewed.  Ralph shared that a request was made to the Leadership Team by Sharon Kardia with the Equity in Genetics project to work with the NCC in the development of the education material and the dissemination to a larger audience.  Further discussion and information to follow. 

Spring NCC/PRC Meeting

The proposed NCC meeting agenda for Monday March 12 was reviewed.    This is a packed day beginning at 8:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. with NCC sub-committee meetings following from 2:15 to 4:15 p.m.  At 12:30 it is anticipated that Eduardo will join us for discussion of vision of NCC.  He will share his hopes for NCC as far as overall PRC program. Discussion was held regarding luncheon plans.  David Collins will work out details of having a lunch brought in and will give update to Ralph.  Yvonne has offered money to help defray costs for this lunch.

The following are suggestions of topics to discuss with Eduardo:

· More working time for NCC; 

· Continue to keep on radar the PRC office support of NCC and how to make it happen; 

· Feedback of the growth of NCC and moving into a more sustained structure; 

· How can NCC help promote the work of the PRC in other areas;

· Bring our vision and mission statement to share (each member to look at this and bring some thoughts and ideas to the meeting)

· Offering support to CDC for advocacy for funding of preventative and health promotion research (i.e., Research America training)

Ralph suggested to use the time from 9:15 – 9:45 to discuss what we want to share with Eduardo at lunch –i.e., vision and mission statement.

Additional PRC Meeting Updates & SIP 13

  

Ella reported on the lunchtime round table discussions which would take place on the Tuesday, March 13th 12:15 – 1:30 pm.  Tables 9 and 10 will be facilitated by NCC representatives.  Ella pushed to get one of the roundtable (Table 10) discussions (PRC Examples and Methods of Leveraging Funding and Building Infrastructure) as a topic at the meeting.  Theresa and Ella will be the facilitators for this discussion.  They will work with Demia and Sharrice to develop leading questions.

Note: Yvonne Lewis will also be facilitating a roundtable (Table 9) during this same time. The title of this discussion is Collaborating with communities on interpretation and reporting of data.

The SIP 13 panel will include Josefina Dhunganna (UCLA) and Mae Bradley (Boston University) as they were participants in the Evidenced Based Public Health training. This concurrent session is scheduled for Tuesday, March 30 9:50 – 10:50 am.

Ralph will participate in the general session topic titled Community Readiness Wednesday, March 14, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm.

Other Updates and Announcements:




Yvonne reported that the SIP 13 contracts have been sent out.  She has already received good feedback from the communities receiving the grants.  

Ella gave update on the Midwest States Genetics Project.  The first advisory meeting was held last week.  Ella will be serving as NCC coordinator for this project.  The planning for the initial forum is currently being organized.  

Next Meeting: March 12, 2007 in person, Atlanta, GA.

Next Call:  April 10, 2007 4:00 – 5:00 PM EST

Meeting was adjourned at 4:55 P.M. (EST).

NOTE: March, 2007 minutes are for in-person annual meeting.
April 10, 2007

Attendance:

Ralph Fuccillo (Harvard/NCC Chair)
Charmayne Little (Johns Hopkins)

Theresa Rudder (Colorado/Secretary)
David Reece (Kentucky)

Linda Pekuri (SC)
enny Oliphant (Minnesota)

Katie Barnes (NC)
Deborah Jackson (Columbia)

Sangsook Cho (Berkeley)
Gary Tang (Seattle)

Imogene Wiggs (St. Louis)
Belecia Wilkinson (Boston)

Angie Alaniz (Texas A&M)
Sue Smith (Pittsburgh)

David Collins (Morehouse)
Helen Lester (Colorado)

Mae Bradley (Boston University)
Lisa Hoffman (San Diego)

Aietah Stephens (OK)
Freda Motton (SLU)

Suzanne DeVore (Colorado)
Sharrice White-Cooper (CDC)

Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Ralph Fuccillo, Chair.  A roll call was taken and updated during the call.

Annual NCC Meeting Follow-up:


· Dr. Simoes Invitation to NCC: Discussion held regarding information shared by Dr. Simoes.  We will keep this item on the agenda so that we do not lose the momentum.


· Content Committee Members

Sue Smith reported that goal was to get feedback from the entire NCC members 

and will be recorded.  The time frame is from April 1st to June 30th.  

· Communications Issues

Report by Imogene Wiggs regarding the meeting that was held in conjunction with the communications team of the CDC/PRC.  The information received was that the Newsletter shouldn’t be just 2 times a year and not 6 pages long.  The Communications Committee is currently requesting news from the entire NCC.  Discussion was held as to whether it should be a newsletter but emphasis on news; should it be shorter? Discussion held regarding how to tag along with the CDC Newsletter and add our news.  Maybe change the name – rather than newsletter – could be called updates or fact sheets. Katie suggested that this be taken back to the Communication Committee and to review the goal.  Discussion held regarding what types of items or in what type of format to submit – what to report on rather than making a broader call for news.  One suggestion was to have NCC members send them all kinds of information and then the communications team can weed through it.  Would love to see every PRC represented with some news!
· Information re: Sen. Kennedy Bill



           Table this item as Ella did not join us.

SIP 13 Status Report 


Freda Motton reported that this is in final phases with the grantees receiving their contracts.  They are being well received.  

Genetics Equity Network





Freda provided the information in the absence of Ella.  The group is involved in lots of conference calls.  October 12th has been set as the forum dates.  Forums will be recorded and can be distributed.  Stay tuned!

CDC NCC Documentation Project
- 



Sharrice White-Cooper

Work Committee Formation – Sharrice reminded everyone that there was a 1 1/2 page description of the project given out at the March meeting.  As a reminder the project is a proposed to capture the story of the NCC’s beginning, evolution, and potential future. An adhoc committee will be established to guide this along.  Those members will be Yvonne Lewis, Ella Greene-Moton, Monique Barber, Imogene Wiggs, Theresa Rudder, Katie Barnes and Ralph Fuccillo.  Time frame of the ad hoc committee will be completed by this fall.  There will be lots of quick turn around primarily through e-mail.  Katie Barnes has notified the group that she would like to be on this committee and will participate even if she is not the NCC representative from her PRC.





Regional Updates/Regional Directors

Theresa Rudder  - South Central Region:  Noted that she has received a box of calendars from Vinton Zuni with a request that these be sent out to the membership and to some folks at the CDC – including Dr. Simoes.  Since there is not a system in place to pay for the postage, Theresa is requesting ideas from the NCC members as to how to get these calendars to the membership.  Suzanne DeVore stated that her company would be able to assist with distribution of the calendars received from Vinton Zuni.  This will be taken up at Leadership Committee.

Gary Tang – West Coast – Follow up with each University to identify one other member to attend the fall retreat.

Mae Bradley – Northeast -  Has not met yet this month since the March meeting.  Working on the definition of minorities and hearing impaired community.  They are  meeting every other month.  The next meeting will be in May.

2007 Retreat Planning/Ralph Fuccillo

The 2007 Retreat will be in Boston.  Dates were discussed and it was decided that the retreat will be held on the 15th, 16th and 17th.  Members will arrive on Sunday, the 14th and leave at noon on the 17th.  Details to follow.

New Business







Ralph noted that there is a possibility for a new grant opportunity building onto the work we did in SIP 13.  It is looking at engaging not just NCC reps but to include other partners.  This will be addressing Capacity Building with national partnerships – creating a model for the country.  The deadline is May 24th..  This will be given to the Leadership Team for approval.

Send the tabled items to the NCC listserv 

Next Call:  May 8, 2006 – 4:00 – 5:00 PM EST

Meeting was adjourned at 4:55 P.M. (EST).

Theresa Rudder

Secretary

May 8, 2007

Attendance:        
Ralph Fuccillo (Harvard/NCC Chair)

Charmayne Little (Johns Hopkins)

Theresa Rudder (Colorado/Secretary)

 David Reese (Kentucky)

Linda Pekuri (SC)

Jenny Oliphant (Minnesota)

Imogene Wiggs (St. Louis)

Belicia Wilkinson (Boston)

David Collins (Morehouse)

Helen Lester (Colorado)

Lisa Hoffman (San Diego)

Aietah Stephens (OK)

Freda Motton (SLU)

Suzanne DeVore (Colorado)

Chuck Conner (West Virginia)

Yvonne Lewis (Michigan)

Linda Forys (Texas)

Melanie Gilmore (Texas)

Sharon Bradford (Yale) 

Rosemarie Rodriguez-Hager (MN)


Sandy Good (Kentucky)

Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Ralph Fuccillo, Chair.  A roll call was taken and updated during the call.

The Leadership Committee is recommending that we change our conference call meetings to 4:30 – 5:30 (ET) with the Leadership Committee meeting at 4:00 (ET).  Ralph currently participates in the CDC/PRC Steering Committee which coincides with our Leadership Committee meeting.  It was determined by the Leadership Committee that it is important for Ralph to participate in the Steering Committee meetings without having to leave early.  Meeting times will be changed to meet this recommendation.

Committee Reports:

Communication – Imogene Wiggs

A draft brochure has been sent out to the NCC membership for review, however,

some people have not received it.  She will re-send.  The Newsletter will be on hold for 

now.  Imogene will send the brochure to Sharrice to send out to the NCC. Please get back 

to Imogene with comments.

Fund Development – No Report.

OPP – No update.

Content – E-mail Received from Josie.  

Josie was not in attendance but members should have received the draft proposed 

activity.  The activity objectives is to map expertise areas of agency/community partners 

of the various PRC’s and to identify research gaps and needs where community partners 

and NCC can explore together for future research intervention projects.  Each PRC CAB 

to complete the survey and return to the Content Committee.

Status Report on SIP 13.  – Yvonne

Moving forward; still need to receive information from one community.  A question was 

raised by Lisa Hoffman in San Diego.  The grantee was wondering about starting date.

Yvonne will clarify with the community project coordinator.

New Project:  Dissemination Grant Opportunity – Ralph

Ralph reported on an opportunity for future development of partnership with SLU and 

SIP 13 Project in looking at an application for another project.  A proposal is due next

week for another joint activity. Details were given by Freda Motton. The name of the 

project is The Facilitators and Barriers to Changing the Built Environment within Racial

and Ethnic Communities.  This will include another Evidenced Based Course again for

communities, academic and practice partners.  There will be 5 projects - $25,000 per demonstration project over the 5 year project.  Ralph has been asked to write a letter of support.  NCC membership feels this is a good opportunity and we should take advantage of this project.

NCC Documentation Project – Ralph

A conference call was held on May 2, 2007 of the NCC ad-hoc committee (Ella, Ralph and Theresa attended).  Ralph came up with the themes that described the retreats which are an important part of the NCC history.  Ralph encouraged any NCC member to share pieces of the NCC history with the PRC staff who are working on this project.  There is also a need for photographs and Chuck indicated he had lots and will share with the committee. 

Genetics Equity Network 

Freda gave short report indicating that the Midwest Forums are scheduled for October 12.

Regional Updates 

Sharon Bradford – Northeast:  Have not met yet.

Freda – Midwest: Genetics Forum will be scheduled for October 12th.

Sandy Good – Southeast: Working towards getting their representation doubled to attend the fall retreat.

Lisa Hoffman – West:  Working towards getting more representation at the fall retreat.

Theresa Rudder – Southwest:  Will concentrate on communication with region via e-mail (i.e., monthly contacts and updates when needed).

2007 Retreat Planning – October 15, 16, & 17  

Ralph noted appreciation to Jenny Oliphant’s for sending a overview planning of the retreat that was held in Minnesota. This will certainly help with the Boston group as they begin the process; Sharon is requesting budget projections and this information will be checked out.  

New Business:  

During the 5/8/07 PRC Steering Committee Call, Ralph learned that the PRC Steering Committee had conducted a survey that resulted in a priority list of issues that were ranked by levels of support and interest by the PRC Directors. Steering Committee Chair, Dr. Ross Brownson, asked if the NCC could engage in a similar exercise. Ralph proposed that the NCC create a priority list of issues of importance to the members that could be shared with the Steering Committee on the next call.    

 

Ralph will work with Sharrice and Theresa to determine the best approach for conducting the NCC survey.   

Next Call will be June 12, 2007- 4:30-5:30 Eastern Time.

Meeting was adjourned at 4:55 P.M.

Theresa Rudder

Secretary

June 12, 2007

Attendance:

Ralph Fuccillo (Harvard/NCC Chair)

Shellie Striegel (IA)

Ella Greene-Moton (MI)

Charmayne Little (Johns Hopkins

Lisa Hoffman (San Diego)

Rosemarie Rodriguez-Hagar (MN)

Freda Motton (SLU)

Jenny Oliphant (MN)

Sandy Good (KY)

Aietah Stephens (OK)

Sangsook Cho (Berkeley)

Linda Pekuri (SC)

Suzanne DeVore (CO)

Reed Edmondson (Texas A&M)

Linda Forys (Houston)

Josefina Dhunganna (UCLA)

Katie Barnes (UNC-Chapel Hill)

Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Ralph Fuccillo, Chair.  A roll call was taken and updated during the call by Sandy Good, in the absence of Theresa Rudder.

Genetics Equity Research Project (NCC Midwest Region) Update

Ella explained that four main genomics projects which are of interest to the NCC:

•
Genetics Equity Network workshop at Howard University, November, 2006 (Ralph, Ella, Yvonne, Sandy)

•
Midwest Genetic Forums (NCC Midwest Region)

•
Genetic Roundtable at APHA Conference, November 2007

•
Organization of a genomics group within APHA

The first Midwest Forum is scheduled for October 12, 2007.  Iowa has a planning meeting scheduled for June 28 and Missouri has one scheduled for June 29, 2007.    Ella also reported that Toby is excited about the feedback he has received regarding the design of a webcast to share information as the Forums moves forward.

Special Interest Project (SIP) 13 Update

Current- Freda Moton reported that interviews with the five current grantees are expected to begin in August/September, 2007.  The committee is looking for data collection tools for these interviews. Interviewers will not measure accountability; but rather use story-telling, to gain updates on projects’ progress.

Future- Freda said that any future SIP 13 proposal processes would again involve the Evidence-Based Public Health training at SLU and include participation from community, academic and practice arenas.  [FACED has offered to pay stipends for local NCC members to serve as community liaisons to future grantees]?

Committee Reports

Communication Committee- Katie Barnes thanked everyone, on behalf of Imogene Wiggs, for their feedback on the NCC brochure.  The goal of the brochure is to present generic information about the NCC concerning who we are and what we do.  Comments and corrections submitted by NCC members have been valuable to the achievement of this goal.  Katie is talking with her PRC about continuing her representation to NCC. 

Policy/Procedures and Organization Committee- In Chuck Conner’s absence, Ella Greene- Moton reported that Suzanne Devore has written, and distributed to committee members, a list of “pros” and “cons” for becoming a nonprofit organization.  The committee is exploring the issue, before submitting a formal recommendation to the membership.  Ella expressed concern that, while funding for the SIP 13 is secure with FACED, we still need a fiduciary agent to manage funds for the Midwest Forums.  Ralph offered to approach the treasurer and legal council to explore whether his organization might serve as a formal fiduciary agent.  His board will meet Wednesday, June 20, 2007.   Ralph also pointed out that the NCC may need to establish a special fund in order to cover the cost of fiduciary responsibilities.

Content Committee- Sylvia Stevens-Edouard is on a short leave.  Linda Pekuri reported that there were no new updates.  The committee will ask Sharrice to schedule a conference call for them before the end of June.

Fund Development Committee- Shellie Striegel reported that there were no new updates.

Regional Directors’ Updates None.

Old Business

Charmayne Little expressed a concern that we have not yet clarified who we are and where we are going as a national organization.  We had discussed the need to do this at the PRC Directors’ Meeting in Atlanta.  Ralph pointed out that we have been handling our own strategic planning, but we might consider employing a strategic planning consultant to expedite the process.

Suzanne DeVore asked about filling out the matrix Josephine had sent us.  Should we do that now or wait until we receive direction from Eduardo Simoes?  Charmayne said that we should go ahead and complete the matrix and send it to Sylvia Stevens-Edouard.  Her secretary will aggregate the data.  Several members said they had not received the matrix and Josephine offered to send it again.  The matrix will be an aggregated profile of PRC agency partners.  It will reflect our collective extended resources and capabilities, and thus enhance future project planning and fundraising.

The NCC Fall Retreat is scheduled for October 15,16,17 in Boston,  Massachusetts.  Ralph estimated the lodging may cost approximately $200 a night and, based upon our feedback, he has reserved rooms for 60 people.  Ralph will also ask the northeastern schools for support (in kind, site, cash).  There is an annual dinner conducted by the Massachusetts Health Council which NCC members may attend and the Harvard PRC usually conducts its Community Partnership Luncheon during that week.  Charmayne cautioned that we never seem to have enough time to meet goals for conducting our business during retreat, and that we would need to either schedule extra time or restrict interfacing with other events, if we expect to accomplish our work.

New Business

Ralph said that the PRC Directors had established six priorities for the year during their meeting in Atlanta.  He would like all NCC members to think about priorities for our year, as well, and email suggestions to either him, Sharrice or Theresa.

Ella also suggested that we, as a national organization, think of ways that we can connect with other organizations (outside of the PRCs) that deal with “community voice.”  Networking with other agencies could enhance our own vision and mission for the NCC.

Next NCC Conference Call

Our next call is scheduled for July 10, 2007 at 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (EST).  

July 10, 2007
Attendance:

Ralph Fuccillo (Harvard/NCC Chair)

Charmayne Little (Johns Hopkins)

Theresa Rudder (Colorado/Secretary)

Linda Pekuri (SC)

Jenny Oliphant (MN)

Imogene Wiggs (St. Louis)


Lisa Hoffman (San Diego)

Aietah Stephens (OK)

Freda Motton (SLU)

Suzanne DeVore (Colorado)

Chuck Conner (WV)

Yvonne Lewis (Michigan)

Linda Forys (Texas)

Sharon Bradford (Yale)


Rosemarie Rodriguez-Hager (MN)

Sandy Good (Kentucky)


Ella Green-Moton (Michigan)

Shellie Striegel (IA)

Reed Edmundson (Texas A &M)

Josefina Dhunganna (UCLA)

Susan Postlethwait (Rochester)

Laura McDaniel (Texas A&M)

Ila Tittlebaugh (AZ)

Evelyn Wittmer (AZ)

Minutes

Welcome – Ralph

The meeting was called to order by Ralph Fuccillo, Chair.  A roll call was taken and updated during the call.

Review of June 2007 Call Minutes:  

Most members did not get the minutes.  Ralph will follow up with Sharrice.

Clarification will be made regarding future SIP 13 proposals and stipends to be paid by FACED as there was a question mark about this in red print.  Theresa was requesting clarification.  

2007 Retreat Planning – Ralph

Joanne Soulouque, Community Liaison for Harvard PRC has been assisting in the planning the details for the retreat.  The major issue is the cost.  The CDC/PRC gives us a budget of $25,000.  Based on 60 people attending will, three nights lodging will cost around $60,000; two nights will cost $23,000.  Discussion was held that the local PRC’s should pay for one night’s lodging as was done in Flint last year.  Chuck recommended we need to stay at least 3 nights in order to give the kind of time we need to do our business.   We will be staying at The Inn at Longwood in Boston. It is within walking distance to Harvard School of Health.    

Discussion was held that we can share rooms rather than having separate rooms.  It is extremely necessary that we have a confirmed number of people who will be attending and we need to set a date for this confirmation.  THIS WILL HAVE TO BE FINALIZED VIA A CONFERENCE CALL WITHIN THE NEXT COUPLE OF WEEKS.

PRC Annual Meeting – Linda Forys & Jenny Oliphant

PRC Annual Meeting in Atlanta will be held March 24-27.  The planning groups for the PRC program are meeting and have identified 3 areas of high priorities:

· Dealing with core research projects

· Infrastructure

· Ethics and Community Engagements/want to work with leadership of the NCC to discuss further.  The contact person will be Chuck Conner.

CDC will ask the PRC’s to pay a small registration fee to help defray cost of more healthy food for the annual meeting.

Committee Status Reports:

Communications – Imogene Wiggs:  Sharrice and Imogene have put finishing touches on the brochure.  There are 2 versions.  They will be sent to the Communications Committee for review.  After that, it will be sent to the NCC membership.  Further discussions will be held about the Newsletter at the NCC retreat.

Fund Development – Yvonne Lewis:  No Report.

Operations, Policy and Procedures – Ella Greene- Moton:  No meeting.  Individually, people are working on some confusion regarding funding.  The OPP will need to revisit the procedures at the retreat.  Chuck recommended that we need to devise a plan for when we have leadership changes such as we are facing at this time.  Ralph reported that Argin Hutchins cannot complete his term as co-chair.  We will move forward to replace Argin on the Leadership Team.  Ralph will write a letter to the NCC membership which will notify everyone of the decision.  Ralph will be in touch with Argin with assistance from Sharrice.  We will be going through a nominations process very soon which has to be done prior to the retreat. We will be doing this via e-mail so start thinking about a nominations slate.  Ella was asked to guide us on this special election.  Ella will disseminate the procedures as per the OPP guidelines which should guide us through this process.  More information will forthcoming.

Content – Sylvia Stevens-Edouard – In Sylvia’s absence, Josefina requested Charmayne to coordinate with Sharrice to arrange a conference call so that this committee can adopt the draft of the survey.  Charmayne has the list of people on this committee.  This survey has already been distributed to the membership and needs to be completed to assist us in our efforts to address our NCC priority.

PRC Steering Committee Call – Ralph:  

Ralph will send out an e-mail to the listserve that will indicate what our NCC priority will be for the coming year.  The NCC priority as submitted to the CDC/PRC is as follows:  “To identify, prioritize, and communicate to the PRC Office and other PRC constituents; a set of community health needs and related issues as viewed by PRC Community Partners across a range of data points, including locations (s), experiences, and/or potential prevention (research) strategies that invite community engagement”.

Ralph also reported that there is a bill before the Senate (Bill No.866) which deals with re-allocation for the prevention research centers.  The way it is written it limits the monies given to the PRC network; also talks about other preventions not affiliated with PRC.  Ralph indicated we, as the NCC in our advocacy efforts, might want to make a statement about it.  For more information please go to the web and look up S.866 on the Congressional Record.

Genetics Equity Network & NCC Logo – Ella Greene-Moton

The updates were sent in written form by Ella and are attached to the minutes below. (See Ella’s updates)

Regional Updates:

Northeast – Sharon Bradford – No report.

Midwest – Freda Moton – Ella reported that she has been doing face to face visits.  She visited Iowa and Missouri.  She will plan to go to Illinois in the next couple of weeks.

Southeast – Sandy Good – Spoke with Dave Fetterman at University of Pittsburgh. Susanne Smith has resigned her full time position and will no longer be the rep from Pittsburgh and she will get together with Katie Barnes to see what her status is within her PRC.

West – Lisa Hoffman/Gary Tang – no report.

Southwest – Theresa Rudder – No report.

Susan Postlethwait announced that she has resigned her position as chair and will be working as the coordinator.  She will introduce the new rep once that person has been determined. 

Susan also announced that Matt Starr will no longer be doing the newsletter.  He will be in contact to determine who could do that.

NCC and Genetics/Genomics Up-dates

The following information will provide a brief intro/update on four different projects/movements involving the National Community Committee (NCC).  Each of the following activities serves to create and move the widespread awareness of genetics /genomics across the country.  This information will especially highlight the involvement /suggested involvement of NCC and its collaborating partners.

>Genetics Equity Network:

The formation of a network to assure that ideas are turned into action was one of the goals of a Genetics Equity Workshop attended by NCC Regional Directors/Reps October 5, 2006, in Washington, DC.  Such an alliance is essential amid the explosion of genetic knowledge and technology that influences research and health care.  How this information is managed, who decides what and how to study genetics, and which technologies to develop for whom, are all key questions as their answers have powerful and meaningful implications.  The event focused on strategies for turning issue areas into action plans.

GeneticsEquityNetwork.org is an online interactive resource for critique, development, and advocacy of current or proposed public policies related to genetics. As part of the Network, your community group could have an audible voice and play a meaningful role in shaping genetics policy.  (www.genetwork.org) 
>2007 Midwest Genomics Forums:

"I'm pleased to report that we were the successful awardee (out of seven applications) for 
the contract with the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) to develop and implement the 2007 Midwest Genomics Forum.  Sarah Harding, of NHGRI, phoned me with the good news, indicating that the applications were quite competitive and that NHGRI is quite enthused about the features in our proposal."


The above quote from Toby Citrin, captures the excitement experienced after learning that the National Community Committee in partnership with the Center of Public health and Community Genomics (CPHCG) at the School of Public Health at the University of Michigan – Ann Arbor were funded to facilitate the 2007 Midwest Genomics Forums.

NCC's Midwest Region (Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri, and Minnesota) is planning to host coordinated forums in each of the five Midwest States on October 12, 2007).  The 5 NCC Reps  will take the lead in organizing face-to-face and web-based educational and dialogue communications in their respective geographic areas, with over-all guidance, educational and technological resources provided by CPHCG, local educational resources provided by the state health departments in their respective states, and both educational and dissemination support by the National Network of Libraries of Medicine (with special emphasis on health professionals) and their respective state associations of public libraries (with special emphasis on lay members of their communities).  Educational resources will also be provided by the National Office of Public Health Genomics (CDC) and genomics experts at Michigan State University.  

>November 2007 Genetics Roundtable Discussion:
During a call back in January with Vence Bonhman and Sarah Harding of the Community Involvement Branch of the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) at NIH and the Community Campus Partnership for Health (CCPH) Community Partner Summit (CPS) Policy Workgroup, an idea was proposed to hold a community partner roundtable on genetics research and genetics policy issues during this year's APHA conference.

As a result of several follow-up calls and an in-person meeting with Vence and Sarah, both are supportive of the idea of the roundtable and may have modest funds to dedicate to it.  
>APHA Genomics Forum:

A Forum is a new structure within the American Public Health Association (APHA) that addresses cross-cutting issues (like genomics) and facilitates communication across Sections and SPIGs.  In addition to the annual business meetings, Forums sponsor scientific sessions and provide networking opportunities for genomics professionals.  If you join the forum, you can remain a member of your existing Section or SPIG.

The proposed Genomics Forum of APHA is a growing, interdisciplinary group of individuals, focused on different aspects of public health.  We realize the growing influence that genetics and genomics are exerting upon everyday life in America and the need for APHA to play a key role in deciding how they will be used to affect the health of populations.  

Submitted by:

Ella Greene-Moton, Community Coordinator

Midwest Genomics Forums 

July 10, 2007

New Business:  No new business.  START THINKING ABOUT THE NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIR-ELECT!

Final Roll Call & Adjournment

Next Call:  August 14, 2007 – 4:30-5:30 P.M. Eastern Time

Theresa Rudder

Secretary

August 14, 2007

Attendance:

Chuck Conner (WVA)  Co-Chai

Ella Greene-Moton (MI)

Linda Pekuri (SC)

Imogene Wiggs (SLU)

Alicia Norris (CDC/PRC) (filling in for Sharrice)

Josefina Dhunganna (UCLA) 

Lisa Hoffman (San Diego)

Paul Gilmer (WVA)

Ralph Fucillo (Harvard) Chair

Theresa Rudder (Colorado) Secretary

Helen Lester (Colorado)

Sang Sook Cho (Berkeley)

Suzanne DeVore (Colorado)

Yvonne Lewis (Michigan)

Linda Forys (Texas)

Rosemarie Rodriguez-Hager (MN)

Minutes

Welcome & Introductions


The meeting was called to order by Chuck Conner, Co-Chair.  Chuck introduced Alicia Norris from the CDC/PRC who is filling in for Sharrice.  Alicia will attend the retreat and will be our PRC contact.  E-mail:  anorris@cdc.gov

Participants’ Roll Call - Roll call was taken and updated during the call. 

Review of Minutes


Minutes were reviewed and approved.

Nominations for Chair Elect

Chuck will review the PPO and put the information out to the list serv early next week (Week of August 20th) so that nominations can be brought forward.

Genetics and Genomics Update – 

Ella reported that the October 12th   forum will be hosted by the 5 Midwest states within the NCC.  In addition, there will be a breakout session to be held at APHA (American Public Health Association) the first week in November to join a Genomics roundtable discussion.  The primary objectives of the roundtable discussion include identifying groups and organizations involved in community based  public health work  and to make groups aware of the work of NHGRI (National Human Genome Research Institute);  engaging public health audiences in conversations about genetics and health establishing a collaboration between The APHA Genomics Forum, the Community-Based Public Health Caucus, and the NHGRI, allowing the NHGRI to learn about the activities of Public Health organizations. Ella is hoping that some members of the NCC will be able to attend and participate in the round table discussions.
Ella also announced that Arizona, California and Colorado are now being added to begin a RFA proposal for the next round of the Genetics Forums.  This is on a fast track as the proposal needs to be in by August 15.

NCC Logo- Ella gave an update. The leadership team was charged with coming up with a NCC logo to be included in the material especially for the Genetics and Genomics forums.  This logo captures an inner city and rural type atmosphere.  Ella will be sharing with the membership today.

2007 Retreat Planning

No planned call.  Brenda, Ralph’s assistant will be in contact to set up a call.  Ralph will have a face to face meeting with Harvard and Joanne Soulouque.  The lodging will be at the Best Western/BOSTON-The Inn at Longwood.  Arrive Sunday – leave Wednesday afternoon.  Should have details nailed down by next Tuesday.  

PRC Annual Meeting in Atlanta 

Linda Forys reported that Tuesday, March 25th will be the first day of the Annual Meeting.  That is when all the meetings will be held as well.  Different session – concurrent sessions – wanted input from us dealing with ethics in CBPR; also wanted input on the Genomics or SIP 13 projects.   Suggest that we discuss further at our September conference call.   Yvonne Lewis suggested that we use this as an agenda item at the retreat.    

Committee Reports:

Communications –Imogene has made all the changes of the Brochure and will need final confirmation by August 31st.  Imogene will send it out via e-mail and will ask members to vote on the best one.

Fund Development-Update by Yvonne.  Not expected to hear about the NIH grant (similar to our SIP 13 grant) until later.  Ella reported that our genetics grants opportunities are increasing.  The West and the Southwest are now included and will be eligible to participate and will have the ability to apply.  Discussion was held that the NCC will receive $1,000 from each of the mid-western states and we need to have a fiscal agent for these funds.  Ralph and Ella are in discussion about who the fiduciary could be.  There are many questions to be answered.    

Operations, Policy and Procedures- Ella reported that she will be setting up a conference call of the committee.   Alicia and Ella will be in touch.

Content - The survey will be e-mailed to Ralph and he will send it to the membership for final adoption.  We will obtain the information as set forth in the survey and information will be compiled by our own communities.  This information will then be brought to the retreat and we will review the results which will then be sent to Eduardo.  Suzanne asked for clarification as to what Eduardo was asking.  Need for what the community’s expertise is and then what Eduardo needs.  Final result of discussion:  Conference call must be held by the Content Committee and Josephina will lead this discussion as to what needs to happen here.  Josephina will send survey out again and then Ralph will send it out for finalization.  

PRC Steering Committee Call – No report.

Next Call:  September 11, 2007

September 11, 2007

Attendance:  

Chuck Conner (WVA) Co-Chair

Ella Greene-Moton (MI)

Linda Pekuri (SC)



Alicia Norris (CDC/PRC)

Josefina Dhunganna (UCLA)


Ralph Fuccillo (Harvard) Chair

Theresa Rudder (Colorado) Secretary
Helen Lester (Colorado)

Sang Sook Cho (Berkeley)


Suzanne DeVore (Colorado)

Yvonne Lewis (Michigan)


Rosemarie Rodríguez-Hager (MN)

Sharon Bradford (Yale)


Sandy Good (KY)

Sharrice White-Cooper (CDC/PRC)

Gary Tang (WA)

Charmayne Little (Johns Hopkins)

David Fetterman (Pittsburgh)

Gabriel McNeal (MN)



Staci Kaczkowski (Pittsburgh)

Laura Windwehen (TX A&M)

Jenny Oliphant (MN)

Welcome and Introductions:

The meeting was called to order by Ralph Fuccillo, Chair.  David Fetterman introduced Staci Kaczkowski from Pittsburgh. Welcome Staci!

Participant’s Roll Call:  Roll call was taken and updated during the call.

Review of August 2007 Call Minutes:

Minutes were reviewed and approved.



2007 Retreat Planning




Ralph announced that the preliminary agenda is being created.  Discussion was held that we need as much time as possible to meet in order to complete the business of the NCC.  As usual it is a full and packed retreat.  The agenda will be finalized and e-mailed to the members of the NCC.

PRC Annual Meeting 





The dates for the meeting are March 25th, 26th and 27th.  It was recommended that we need a full day for meetings and Jenny Oliphant indicated that this is okay.  Yvonne Lewis has proposed that we put Eduardo’s request of last spring on the agenda (what are the needs coming from our communities); that we propose a couple of recommendations as a NCC and discuss at our October Conference Call.  Then we can bring this forward to the Retreat Agenda.    

PRC Steering Committee Update



Ralph reported the following:

· Budget is  up for renewal

· A one page summary of our work which will include key issues to be put before the steering committee for work

· Need clarification as to who will be attending the Director’s meeting at the American Public Health Association conference in November.  Sharrice will check this out and get back to Ralph.
Committee Status Reports: 

Communications – No report. 

Fund Development – No report. 

Operations, Policy, & Procedures - Ella reported that they will be amending the By-Laws and work will be done via e-mail.
Content – The forms for the survey were sent out with an explanation of the activity objectives, rationale and timeline.  Members will complete, prior to the retreat, and send to Charmayne.

Genetics Equity Network- Ella reported that the info which she provided at our last call can be accessed on the web.

CDC Updates:  No report.

Regional Updates:  No reports.

New Business


Sharon Bradford is requesting further information about the budget for the retreat.  She announced that the Connecticut PH and Boston PRC would like to make presentations to the NCC at the retreat.  Ralph will bring this to the Leadership Team agenda and a determination will be made as to whether or not we have time.

Gary Tang announced that he was invited by the partnership from OMH and CDC scheduled for September 17th.  Gary wanted to know if anyone else from NCC received an invitation.  No one else had received an invitation.  Gary indicated that he will attend as a voice for the NCC.  Thank you Gary!

Next Call:  October 9, 2007

Theresa Rudder

Secretary

NOTE: October meeting minutes not available.

November 13, 2007

Attendance:

Chuck Conner (WV)

Yvonne Lewis (Michigan)

Sandy Good (KY)

Alicia Norris (CDC/PRC Office)

Sharon Bradford (Yale-Griffen)

Joann Brown (Oregon)

Rosemarie Rodriguez-Hager (Minnesota)

Lisa Hoffman (San Diego)

Ralph Fucillo (Harvard)

Ella Greene-Moton (Michigan)

Josephina Dhunghana (UCLA/Rand)

Ila Tittlebaugh (U of Arizona)

Freda Motton (St.Louis)

Julia Aggas (Rochester)

Paul Gilmer (WV)

Staci Kaczkowski (U of Pittsburgh)

Minutes
Welcome and Introductions

Chuck Conner, Chair, welcomed NCC members to the conference call.

Participants’ Roll Call

Sandy Good took roll call in Theresa’s absence.

Review of Retreat Minutes

There were no additions or corrections to the Minutes from the October Retreat.

Report from PRC Directors’ Meeting

Yvonne Lewis summarized the PRC Directors’ meeting in Washington, D.C.

Ralph Fucillo had given the NCC update including election of officers, the Annual Retreat, and a summary of our work over 2007.  Ralph’s report was very well received.  Yvonne said that there was an opportunity to become better informed about other PRC activities, for example the REACH Project.  The meeting was great for NCC/PRC networking. 

Reapplication guidelines for the PRC Network will be announced in late autumn and applications will be due in early 2008.  Engagement with communities and involvement in community-based participatory research will be important funding criteria.  A recommendation statement is also being developed by the NCC for other funding guidelines.  Core awards will be $1.2 million per recipient Prevention Research Center.  Present funding is no guarantee of future funding…it is open competition. CDC hopes to add some new Centers in the next funding cycle.

Breakout Session Recommendations

Chuck encouraged NCC members to take the opportunity to present as Partners in the breakout sessions of the PRC Directors’ meeting in March 2008.  He stressed that this will be a great time to share experience and expertise.  Freda commented that she knows Directors are interested in hearing about the Genomics Forums and about our SIP 13 Project as well.  So far, only one volunteer has come forward.  The Plenary Session and Outlines are available and should be interpreted broadly.  There are many more members with the potential to present.

NCC and Genomics

Ella reported that the Genomic Forums, held October 12, 2007, in the Midwest Region, were a smashing success! NIH was very pleased with the outcomes.  Funders were particularly impressed that the planning actually does come from the communities.

The APHA Genomics Forum has emerged over the past year.  Freda and Ella reported that the roundtable discussions they attended had much good information to share.  It was evident that communities have a lot to offer to the Forum.  Sharon asked whether students had been allowed to participate and they were.  Freda mentioned that there isn’t much activity on the new blog yet.  Ella will get the guidelines for participation and pass them along to us.

Ella also emphasized that the Genetics Equity Network (GEN), which has been a driving force for ethics, continues to have an ongoing impact on emerging policies, gaps in policies and moving genetic research forward.  We will maintain our partnership with GEN and continue to give voice to human rights in relation to genetic policies.  

NIH Partners in Research (R03)

There have been recent funding opportunity announcements from NIH for a two year pilot study which could build on our SIP 13 framework.  The letters of intent(LOI) are due December 12, 2007 and requests for applications(RFA) are due January 11, 2008.  This is again a mini-grant opportunity, with small amounts of funding for 35-40 applications.  Applicants will want to develop strategies for promoting collaborations between communities and researchers, in order to increase the capacities of both partners.  There is a menu of techniques available for communities to participate.

We could offer the evidence-based public health course in the first year and a new partnership activity in the second year of the study.  We will prepare an official document to inform the PRC Directors of our intent and invite collaborations.  We will also want to partner with SLU to develop a good RFA.  This process will give us an opportunity to identify people we want to involve and to go beyond the scope of our past work.  We are ecouraged that NIH is including communities in this proposal!

2008 Annual NCC Retreat

Next year’s retreat is scheduled for October 12-15 in West Virginia.

Committee Reports

· Communications Committee-Freda reported that the Communications Committee met by phone.  The NCC brochure is being refined into a generic talking piece which is always current.  We need CDC approval, which takes time, so that the brochure can be freely distributed.  

· Fund Development-Yvonne has typed their work into 2007 Word and it has not been easily convertible.  A lot of good ideas have emerged.  She will organize a conference call within the next two weeks to continue making progress.

· PPO Committee-Ella is in the process of organizing a conference call to reach finalization of our fiscal agent by the end of November.  Guidelines are also needed to determine how we want to utilize funds for NCC activities (criteria for spending).  Some funds will come earmarked for specific use, while others will give us more flexibility.

· Content Committee- Josie reported that Sylvia is revising the matrix for collection of CAB Research Collaborations.  The deadline for that document is December 12, 2007.  Ella commented that organizations that already completed the former matrix, will not need to resubmit.

Regional Updates

Northeast-none

Midwest-Gabriel McNeal is our new Midwest Regional Director

Southeast-Dave Fetterman, U of Pittsburgh PRC, attended the WV PRC CPB on 11/5. This is a first step in opening new opportunities between PRCs to attend one another’s board meetings and find ways to partner on projects.

West-none

Southwest-none

Updates and Announcements

· Josie reminded us that the CEDT Committee has finished their work, but Dr. Simoes has encouraged us to have an NCC member represent us on the PRC Evaluation Committee.  Alicia added that Ken McElroy from Texas A&M is looking at local PRC evaluations.  His role is still being developed

· Chuck encouraged us to think about NCC becoming a member of Campus Community Partnerships for Health (CCPH).  He asked us to look at the similarities of both organizations in mission.  This would give us another partnership at the National level

· Chuck suggested we infotrack members not in NCC attendance for the past two years in order to encourage attendance at the March PRC Directors’ Meeting.  Ralph commented that he had shared this concern in his 2007 Report

Action Items

Ella and Yvonne will continue to work on our response to the challenge brought forth by Dr. Simoes to NCC during the 2007 PRC Directors’ Meeting in Atlanta.

Next Call:  December 11, 2007.

December 11, 2007
Attendance:

Chuck Conner (WV)
Yvonne Lewis (Michigan)

Ella Greene-Moton (MI)
Theresa Rudder (Colorado)

Imogene Wiggs (St. Louis)
Sandy Good (KY)

Jenny Oliphant (Minnesota)
Suzanne DeVore (Colorado)

Alicia Norris (CDC/PRC Office)
Freda Motton (St. Louis)

Sangsook Cho (U of Cal/Berkeley)
Rosemarie Rodriguez-Hager (Minnesota)
Lisa Hoffman (San Diego)
Gary Tang (Seattle)

Mrs. E. Hill DeLoney (MI)
Charmayne Little (John Hopkins)
Minutes
Welcome and Introductions

The meeting was called to order by Chuck Conner, Chair.  A roll call was taken and updated during the call.  The minutes of the last call were not available.  Sandy will get them out within the next few days.

A discussion was held regarding the PRC Renewal Recommendations.  Chuck will include some the the recommendations by the committee members and will submit on our behalf.
Breakout Session Recommendations 

Ella will check to see if there were any more recommendations from the Fall Retreat break out sessions and determine the need for prioritization.

PRC Program Planning (update)

Conference proceedings are coming out as planned.  There is plenty of time for NCC meetings.  No date changes have occurred.  Wait to see if there is going to be anything on the Genomics project.

Genetics Equity Network (Ella is recommending that we use the terms Genetics and Genomics Forum rather than the Equity Network as this process has expanded)
Ella reported that the organizers of the Genetics Equity network are asking to present to one of our NCC calls in order to connect with members within NCC.  Ella  like some feedback from NCC.  Freda reported that a proposal will be written, if there is enough interest, to engage other regions as well as to continue to increase awareness within the Midwest region.  Freda had asked NCC members to contact Ella if they are interested in this network.  It was determined that each interested member may need to take back to their members to discuss whether this project is something they could take on.  APHA Genetics Forum is up and running and is working on putting together proposals. 

NIH Partners in Research (R03)

Yvonne and Freda gave a report.  The title is Enhancing the Capacity of the Community-Academic Partnership to Adapt and Disseminate Evidence Based Prevention, Intervention to reduce health Disparities.  Looking at coming out of this with the model of really having something tangible to put forth as a mini-grant process.  Looking at 5 or 6 PRC’s to be involved and getting communication out to the NCC membership for putting together the proposals.  The proposals are due January 12th.  FACED is taking the lead as the NCC and the partner is St. Louis University.  

CCPH Membership

Chuck presented to the NCC at our last conference call and sent the website information.  There is a cost of $300 for the membership.  The value of NCC for being a member is helping us receive trainings in helping develop community partnerships.  The CCPH has been a leader nationally in working with CBPR.  They have an extensive base of resources available.  There are membership benefits as outlined on the website.  Chuck commented that this is a way to promote our partnerships.  Both Yvonne and Ella have been connected to the CCPH and Chuck serves as Chair of this organization.  Theresa has made the motion to join; 2nd by Charmayne Little.  Motion carried.  Chuck will check with Freda and Ella regarding obtaining the $300 for the membership.

Committee Reports:

Communications 

Imogene reported that plans were approved for our NCC Brochure.  

Fund Development

Yvonne reported that the funds available from the Midwest Forum are now being processed.  The funds will be used for identified activities which need to be approved by the NCC Leadership.  There will be $1,000 from each of the 5 Midwest states who participated in the forum to the NCC.  A discussion was held regarding how the money will be appropriated and the best way of tracking it. 

Operations, Policy and Procedures

Content – 

The Asset Mapping Matrix was sent out and needs to be turned in by January 7th.

Regional Updates:

Northeast – Sharon Bradford

Midwest  - Freda Motton: Gabriel McNeal is the new director for the Midwest Region.

Southeast  - Sandy Good – no report

West – Lisa Hoffman – no report

Southwest – Theresa Rudder – no report.

Updates and Announcements:  None

Action/carry-over items review

· Need 3rd breakout session information – Ella to check this out with Sylvia

· Chuck will rework the statement for the re-application

· Chuck to follow up with Yvonne and Freda to establish membership in CCPH

· Ella and Freda to send out a one page information sheet regarding the Genetics and Genomics Forum

New date for the Fall Retreat October 12th – 15th, 2008.

Next Call:  January 8, 2007

Theresa Rudder, Secretary
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