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Integrated Surveillance Seminar Series 
An Overview of CDC’s OCIIX BioPHusion Program 

Speakers:Henry Rolka, RN, MPS, MS (CDC/CCID/NCZVED/OCIIX) 
David Walker, MPH (CDC/CCID/NCZVED/OCIIX) 
Janet Heitgerd, PhD (CDC/CCID/NCZVED/OCIIX)  

Moderator: Ray Arthur, PhD (CDC/COGH/GDDOC) 

Thursday, 06/18/2009, 1:00 pm—2:30 pm, EST  

Roybal Campus, Building 19, Auditorium A 

Also available via Envision, IPTV, & webinar. Presentation will be archived on Integrated 
Surveillance Seminar Series website.  

http://www2.cdc.gov/ncphi/disss/seminars  |  integratedsurveillance@cdc.gov 

Presentation Synopsis: The need to develop, manage and share important public health in-
formation across CDC as well as vertically and horizontally throughout a complex interdependent govern-
mental environment has become more critical over the last few years. This presentation describes the 
planned approach of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)’s Office of Critical Information 
Integration and Exchange (OCIIX) in meeting the need for enhanced situation awareness through the 
programmatic area known as BioPHusion—the identification of critical information requirements (CIRs) 
and the operationalization of public health information fusion and leadership decision-support activities. 
Drawing from methodologies used in other domains, we outline the framework being used for the imple-
mentation of BioPHusion, including information exchange partnerships, systematic information source 
acquisition, analysis, and situational awareness report production.  We propose that the framework can 
be applied to the development of information exchange in other public health practice settings and to 
explore the possibilities around sharing critical information with other components of government in-
volved in public health. 

Objectives 
• To describe the history, current status, and future direction of OCIIX’s BioPhusion Program 
• To describe current information exchange in support of situation awareness (SA) and the Daily SA Report 
• Overview the role of the OCIIX BioPhusion Program in reference to other operational situation awareness efforts 

About the Speakers:  
     Henry Rolka is the Associate Director for Information Exchange in CDC’s OCIIX.  He has previously served the 
CDC as Senior Advisor to the National Center for Public Health Informatics (NCPHI), Branch Chief for the Statistical 
Analysis Branch of the National Immunization Program (NIP/SAB), one of the original members of the CDC Surveil-
lance Systems Integration Project as well as a statistical consultant for the Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer’s 
Program.  He was instrumental in the early implementation of the BioSense Program in its first phase. 
     Since May 2008, Janet Heitgerd has served as the acting Assistant Director for Science in OCIIX.  Prior to coming 
to OCIIX, she was a senior behavioral scientist and program coordinator in NCEH/ATSDR's Geospatial Research, 
Analysis, and Services Program. 
     David Walker is a Health Scientist serving as the Associate Director of Operations for OCIIX and the BioPHusion 
Program. He was previously the Director of Operations of the BioSense program in NCPHI, coordinated the Situation 
Awareness Unit for the CDC Emergency Operations Center, and was the Deputy Branch Chief of the NIP/SAB. Prior 
to coming to CDC, David served 10 years as a Statistical Analyst with the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Services. His background is in the management and analysis of health care services data and 
other novel data sources in applied public health research and administration. 



About the Integrated Surveillance Seminar Series 
 
Purpose:  Public health professionals must make decisions based upon information residing in 
multiple informational silos.  Many challenges exist for taking data from separate systems and 
combining it, providing information to inform critical decision making.  This series is intended 
to provide: an interactive forum for discussion of issues and approaches to integrated 
surveillance; a mechanism for discussing best practices; education on integrated surveillance; 
a means to solicit feedback on issues and approaches from critical stakeholders. 
 
Target Audience:  Public health professionals and information technology support staff 
involved in health monitoring (surveillance) and epidemiological response activities. 
 
Prerequisite Skills or Knowledge:  Participants should have a basic understanding of 
surveillance and epidemiology.  Previous knowledge of informatics or information technology is 
not required. 
 
Objectives:   
(1) Present information on the identified topic 
(2) Identify unresolved issues or challenges related to the topic 
(3) Discuss potential approaches or solutions to identified issues/challenges 

Webinar Webinar lines are limited and available first come first serve. 
Please register by email (gpd2@cdc.gov). The webinar access 
URL and teleconference information will be provided. **First-
Time Users - To save time before the meeting, check your sys-
tem to make sure it is ready to use Office Live Meeting. 

Teleconference Teleconference lines are limited and available by registration 
Please register by email (gpd2@cdc.gov). Do NOT register for 
the teleconference if you have also registered for the webinar. 

Envision 
(CDC facilities 
only) 

Your CDC office location may be able to receive this event via 
ENVISION. Please contact your local ENVISION facilitator or the 
Envision Office at (404) 639-3404 for more details (this is a 
CDC intranet link and will not open if you attempt to access it 
outside of the CDC firewall). 

Online Envision Request Form (This is a CDC intranet link and 
will not open if you attempt to access it outside of the CDC fire-
wall.)  

IPTV 
(CDC network 
only) 

Visit http://intra-apps.cdc.gov/itso/iptv/iptvschedule.asp for 
channel listings 

Archived Seminars Past presentations and recordings may be accessed through the 
Integrated Surveillance Seminar Series website: http://
www2.cdc.gov/ncphi/disss/seminars/index.asp 
 

Remote Access Options 

http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=90703�
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=90703�
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=90703�
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=90703�
http://intranet.cdc.gov/itso/envision/index.htm�
http://intraspn.cdc.gov/wagg/ITSOCustomerService/envision.aspx�
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